
by Carol Crump

Casper’s skateboarders, inline

skaters and BMX bikers are in

for a treat. 
The City of Casper has plans

in the works to upgrade the exist-

ing skateboard park and build a

new one. 
The $500,000 of One Cent

No. 13 funds set aside for

improving or expanding the

skateboarding facility may even

stretch far enough to add one or

two skateboard plazas.

The existing skateboard park,

located behind the YMCA on

Casper Mountain Road, was

built in 2000 with a combination

of community contributions and

One Cent money to pay for

wooden ramps. 

Along the way, the wooden

ramps were replaced with mov-

able, metal and plywood ramps

faced with a material developed

by renowned skateboarder Tony

Hawk. 
National statistics indicate

that one in every six of those

between the ages of 5 and 24

skateboard. In Casper, those

numbers may be as many as

1,250 young people who take

part in the sport. 

With numbers of inline

skaters and BMX bikers looking

for the same kind of riding chal-

lenges, adding a second park

made sense to the Optional One

Cent Committee.

A survey conducted by the

City’s Parks Division pointed the

way for what will be some

upgrades, such as a grinding wall

at the existing park and a new

18,000-square-foot park located

next to the Boys & Girls Club in

north Casper. 
Some of the 226 surveys that

were returned included pictures

and designs.
The new park will have one
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Remembering Chris LeDoux

Photos by Wes Mostaert, special to the Casper Journal

Hundreds of people from around the Casper area packed the Central Wyoming Fairgrounds Arena for A Tribute to Chris LeDoux on Nov. 3.

Left, country singer Clay Walker performs during a concert. Right, Beau LeDoux, Chris’ son, blows a bubble as he prepares for the rodeo. 
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SMOKE
DETECTORS

Casper Fire-EMS is

encouraging people to change

the batteries in their smoke

detectors, and to replace any

detectors that are 10 years or

older.
Smoke detectors “have a

life span like any other house-

hold appliance and should be

replaced to ensure the safety

of your loved ones,” accord-

ing to a release from Casper

Fire-EMS.
New smoke detectors with

dual-sensors have been devel-

oped that provide the highest

level of detection available.

For more information on

smoke detectors, call the

Casper Fire-EMS Prevention

Bureau at 235-8222.

WEST NILE
NUMBERS

The final count of labora-

tory-confirmed West Nile

virus infections reported in

Wyoming residents was 184

this year, including four in

Natrona County, according to

the Wyoming Department of

Health.
One-hundred-seventeen of

the reported case patients

were from Fremont County.

There were 18 cases in

Campbell County, nine each

in Goshen and Sheridan coun-

ties, four each in Laramie,

Natrona and Weston counties,

three each in Big Horn, Park

and Washakie counties, two

each in Converse, Crook and

Hot Springs counties and one

each in Albany, Carbon,

Sublette and Sweetwater

counties.
The death this year of one

Goshen County man was

linked to West Nile virus.

Sixteen of this year’s cases

involved the more serious

West Nile neuroinvasive dis-

ease (meningitis or encephali-

tis). Of the 184 cases

statewide, 33 patients required

hospitalization.

The reported dates for the

onset of symptoms began

June 17 and ended Sept. 18,

with a peak week ending

Aug. 18. Fifty-two percent of

cases involved women and 48

percent were men. Ages of

those infected ranged from 2

to 86.
In 2006, 65 human cases

and two deaths were reported

in Wyoming. There were 12

human cases with two deaths

in 2005; 10 human cases with

no deaths in 2004; and 393

human cases with nine deaths

in 2003.
More information on West

Nile virus is available on the

Web at www.badskeeter.org.

BURGLARIES
The Casper Police

Department needs help in

solving the following crime.
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by Carol Crump

The Amoco Reuse Agree-

ment Joint Powers Board has

some tough decisions to make.

Part of the Amoco Reuse

Agreement that was signed in

1998 was a commitment from

Amoco, later BP, for cash pay-

ments to the community of $20

million for building projects

and $5 million for economic

development. 

Since the first payment on

Aug. 1, 2002, it’s been the

responsibility of the ARAJPB

to accept and dole out the

money. 
The board now is at close to

the halfway point of payments

that will end in 2013.

The joint powers board’s

Finance and Marketing Com-

mittees soon will make recom-

mendations to the entire board

for what is currently $7.3 mil-

lion in the building and facili-

ties fund, $1.5 million left in the

economic development pot and

$774,000 in operations and

maintenance.
Under the terms of the Reuse

Agreement, payments into the

building fund will continue

until 2011, but the payments for

economic development stopped

in 2006. 
At that time, BP began pay-

ing $300,000 per year to main-

tain improvements that were

already made on the former

refinery properties, including

the common areas, pathways,

water, sewer and fiber optic

systems. 
“The concern is to have

something to maintain and

operate the property into perpe-

tuity,” said ARAJPB Board

Member Kent Hambrick.

The operations and mainte-

nance payments stop when the

total hits $3 million in 2013.

Rents and fees from tenants on

the property could take over the

cost of maintenance and the

operation of the ARAJPB if 50-

75 percent of the commons and

Salt Creek Heights properties

are developed by that time. 

“Five or six good companies

in Salt Creek Heights, with

five- to 10-acre deals, is pretty

aggressive,” Hambrick said.

Money spent on 
Three Crowns

The Reuse Agreement gives

the board some flexibility for

the use of the economic devel-

opment money and its earned

interest, but “once it’s gone, it’s

gone,” said ARAJPB Board

Member Ed Opella. 

A total of $3.7 million of the

$5 million went toward making

Three Crowns an 18-hole

course rather than the nine-hole

course BP had agreed to

finance. 
Through an agreement

between the ARAJPB board

members at the time and BP, the

money came from the econom-

ic development fund, rather

than the building fund. 

“The golf course stripped us

of the money to develop,” said

ARAJPB Board Chair Mark

Pepper. 
One of the proposals dis-

cussed at the joint Finance and

Marketing Committee meeting

was to transfer $3.5 million

Board must decide what to do with BP money

See BP Money on page A10

by Elysia Conner

The Salvation Army is plan-

ning its annual Thanksgiving

dinner, which will take place

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on

Thanksgiving Day at 625 S.

Jefferson at the Salvation

Army Church facility on the

north side of Washington Park. 

The dinner is open to any-

one who would like to fellow-

ship with others.

The Salvation Army is most

in need of turkeys right now.

Hams and other food dona-

tions, such as potatoes, stuff-

ing, vegetables, canned goods

and anything else, also are wel-

come. Extra turkeys and hams

will be used for Christmas

packages.
Drives to collect turkeys

have begun and will continue

up to the day before Thanks-

giving. 
Turkeys can be dropped off

at the Salvation Army building

at 441 S. Center from 8-11:30

a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday. 

The Salvation Army is

encouraging groups, organiza-

tions and businesses to hold their

own turkey drives and compete

to see who can donate the most to

the cause. Restaurants are wel-

come to donate food.

Volunteers are needed the

week before Thanksgiving to

sort food. Volunteers also are

needed to drive people to the

dinner and to take a dinner to

those who cannot attend. 

Anyone interested in volun-

teering can call Shelly at the

Salvation Army at 234-2002.

Monetary donations to the

Salvation Army are also wel-

come and can be mailed to

Goodstein Center for Hope,

The Salvation Army, 441 S.

Center St., Casper 82601.

Donations also can be made

online at http://www.casper-

salvationarmy.org.

This year will be the 35th

consecutive year the Salvation

Army has hosted a Thanksgiv-

ing dinner, according to Capt.

Dan Wilson. 
Anywhere from about 125

to a few hundred are expected

to show up.
Wilson said the Salvation

Army is gearing up for the

Christmas season and is in need

of volunteers to be bell ringers. 

Teens on up through adults

can help out as bell ringers and

earn a little extra spending

money for themselves while

they help others. 

For more information, call

the Salvation Army at 234-

2002.

Salvation Army needs

Thanksgiving donations

See Briefs on page A10

City plans new skate park

Photo by Elysia Conner

Sean Smith, 14, perfects his jumps at the YMCA Skate Park

on Nov. 4.

See Skate Park on page A10
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Subscriber
Rewards

Subscriber Name
Expiration Date 12/31/08

170 Star Lane • 265-3870

When presented to participating merchants and professionals,
a Casper Journal Subscriber Rewards Card earns the

following special considerations from those merchants:

  1.	 �IHOP Restaurant – 20% Discount on 
your entire ticket 

  2. �Odds & Ends Furniture – 10% 
Discount 

  3. �Artcore – Buy 1, get 1 FREE tickets to 
season events. NO LIMIT!

  4. �Blue Heron Books & Espresso –  
10% Discount on book purchases 

  5. �Sierra West – Saturday Specials for 
Casper Journal subscribers!

  6. �Rescued Treasures – 25% off.  
Not combined with store promotions

  7.	 �Pottery By You – 10% off Bisque or 
Mosaic projects Tues.–Thurs.

  8. �Willow Creek – 10% off any Davies 
Gate product

  9. �Ultimate Craft & Ceramic – Buy 1, 
get 1 FREE on Greenware

10. �Designing Women – 20% discount on 
products

11.	�Wyoming Symphony – Buy 1, get 1  
FREE tickets to season concert events.  
NO LIMIT!

12. RC Cab – 10% Discount on rides
13. �Rocky Mountain Discount Sports 

– Additional 10% off clothing and 
footwear over sale and clearance prices

14. �Casper Mountain Motorsports 
– 10% off any apparel

15. �BP Custom Mfg. – 15% off products 
and service (except firearms)

16. �Hoods Equipment – 10% off 
Yamakoyo generators while supplies 
last

17. The Indians – $5 off $50 purchase
18. �ACT III – 5% off residential 

installation (call for details)

19. �Wyoming Athletic Club – one week 
free for you and a friend

20. �All That Jazz – Buy 1 Cocktail, get 1 
FREE

21.	 �Central Wyoming Therapy and 
Cheryl’s Yoga – 2 free yoga or ball 
classes with purchase of 10 OR 2 
weeks free personalized exercise 
program with purchase of 6 weeks

22. �Old Town – Birthday Party Special 
($1 discount per child)

23. �Evolution 4x4 – 10% off suspension 
systems and light packages

24. �Poor Boys Restaurant – FREE glass 
of house wine with your dinner.  
Best wine list in town!

25. �Wolford’s – 10% off any regular 
priced purchase 

26. �Parkway Café – Buy 1, get 2nd 
Sunday Brunch at ½ PRICE!

27.	 �Buzy Bee Quilt and Sew Shop – 10% 
off all purchases (except machines)

28. �Wonder Bar – Free trip through the 
salad bar with any sandwich/burger 
purchase

29. �Stalkup’s RV – 10% off parts. Not 
valid with any other offer.

30.	 Donells Candies – 10% off any 
purchase over $10.00

31.		 All That Yarn – 10% off any yarn 
purchase (through June 2008)

32.	 2nd Street Discount Liquor – 10% 
off any wine purchase

33. SOL–A Modern Shoe Source – 10% 
off any full price purchase

Check daily for changes and additions.


